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Composition No. 1 
 
“Time and order of events control a man's life more than the nature of these events.” 
– Marc Saporta 
 
Composition No. 1 is a group exhibition presented by J 12 contemporary art by jason 
and Khalifa Gallery, Seoul at Art Central, featuring works by seven artists from Japan 
and South Korea. These include from Japan, glass sculptor Toshio Iezumi, painter 
Kan-Zan-Loc and pop and street artist Yoshi47. From South Korea, Composition No. 
1 includes prominent contemporary artists Chae Sungpil, Lee Youngha, Oh Young as 
well as sculptor Hanchul Shin. 
 
Composition No. 1, the ground-breaking experimental novel by Marc Saporta, first 
published in 1962, consists of 150 opening paragraphs printed on 150 separate 
sheets of paper that could be shuffled and read in any order. Like the novel, this 
exhibition is designed to be interactive. 
Aleatory in nature, there is no beginning, no 
end. Like the pages within the book, the viewer 
decides on the order in which the art is to be 
viewed. In other words, the viewer curates their 
own experience within the booth and in doing 
that, each viewer’s experience is completely 
unique. 
 
There is a communal thread that interconnects 
these seven artists. It’s not their age, nor their 
artistic practices, nor in the lives they choose to 
live, but the very different journeys they chose 
to embark on and what they encountered along 
the way. All these things have dictated and 
shaped who they are as artists today, their 
unique artistic practices. The communality is in 
the art, all pieces in Composition No. 1 invite 
reflection and contemplation, in the depth of 
meaning that lie within. 
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Among the works to be presented at Art Central is a new series by Japanese painter 
Kan-Zan-Loc (b. 1964). A year and a half in the making, this work yet unfinished work 
in 6 panels will be his largest work yet. In a practice steeped in the traditions of 
Japanese art, the artist has devoted much of his practice to the research of pigments: 
indigo ganryo, lapis lazuli, malachite, azurite, as well as gold and silver used in 
traditional Japanese art. His goal is to make traditional materials relevant in the 
narrative of contemporary East Asian art. 
 
Glass artist Toshio Iezumi (b. 1954) needs no introduction. His sculptures appear in 
the collections of numerous museums around the world including the Corning 
Museum of Glass (Corning, USA), the Museum of Art and Design (MAD) (New York, 
USA), the National Museum of Modern Art (Tokyo, Japan), and the Notojima Glass 
Art Museum (Nanao, Japan) amongst others. Toshio Iezumi is known for his use of 
the angle grinder as an alternative to traditional glass sculpting techniques, 
pioneering a way of working with glass that challenges the norms of the art world. 
Iezumi’s practice has evolved over the years from the sharp angular to the rounded 
and globoid. Even now well into his fourth decade as a glass artist, he is still 
innovating, and will be presenting exciting new sculptures as part of his Form and 
Move Series at Art Central. 
 
New to Art Central is Japanese pop and street artist Yoshi 47 (b. 1981). For Yoshi47, 
it took a sojourn in California as an exchange student and bike messenger, a resulting 
existential crises to discover the conceptual basis for his art. Yoshi47 paints 
humorous monster characters inspired by the hit Japanese TV series ‘The Laughing 
Salesman’ by Fujiko A. Fujio. The monsters are mocking us by looking down at us 
human beings, but at the same time, these monsters are a reflection of who we really 
are. Yoshi47 is currently busy creating new monsters to be revealed at Art Central. 
 
Chae Sungpil (b. 1972) is a contemporary artist known for using natural materials 
such as soil and pigments to create art that emphasizes themes such as the return to 
nature and the process of life. He currently lives and works in Paris and has gained 
recognition for his philosophy of constant inquiry and representation of the beauty 
of oriental spaces. His use of natural materials, focus on cultural and historical 
contexts, and Korean roots make him a unique figure in the contemporary art world. 
For Art Central, he will present new body of works based on 'The History of Blue', 
which reflects on the cultural meanings of the color blue throughout history and 
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creates a "new world of blue" that transcends borders. Chae Sungpil works was 
recently acquired by François Pinault, an art collector and founder of the luxury 
group Kering. 
 
Korean sculptor Shin Hanchul (b. 1958 ) is renowned for his spherical sculptures made 
of hollow stainless steel often supported by gravity defying delicate thin poles. For 
the artist, “Spheres are organisms that contain both yin and yang. It's a perfect shape 
that doesn't have a top or bottom, nor left or right. You have to respect the other 
groups within society to earn respect for yourself." Shin’s works have been collected 
by a number of institutions in South Korea including: Seoul Museum of Art, Gyeonggi 
Museum of Art, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art Korea, and 
Incheon Grand Park Sculpture Park. 
 
Oh Young (b. 1969), a Korean artist, allows her thoughts and personal feelings to 
guide her artistic practice. After pursuing her art studies in Germany, these 
manifested themselves into shapes and motifs, culminating in pictorial narratives 
made of signs, noises and murmurs executed in oil on hanji canvas (Korean paper 
mounted on canvas), a collision between nature and the modern world that invite 
interpretation and introspection by the viewer. 
 
Lee Youngha (b.1968) employs a lenticular effect on his works in oil or acrylic on 
canvas by giving an illusion of depth, rendering a moving effect as the image is 
viewed from different angles. Like the lenticular postcards and toys popular in the 
1950s and 60s, Lee’s canvases comprise of two different images superimposed and 
painted, the dual structure of the canvas enabling the expansion of the plane, the 
stretching of the image beyond the virtual, and changing the meaning behind the 
image. Lee’s works have been exhibited at numerous institutions including Schema 
Art Museum, Cheongju (2012), Gilhyun Art Museum, Namhae (2011), and the Seoul 
Museum of Art, Seoul (2000, 1999, 1997, 1996, 1994).  
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For media related inquiries, please contact: 
 
jason_ 
art@j12contemporaryart.com 
www.J12contemporaryart.com 
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/J12contemporaryartbyjason 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/j12_contemporaryart/ 
 
About J 12 contemporary art by jason 
 

J 12 contemporary art by jason is dedicated 
to connecting art enthusiasts, collectors, 
and alike with mid-career and established 
artists from Japan, South Korea, Hong 
Kong, China, and South East Asia who 
demonstrate exceptional artistry and 
creativity. The gallery’s objective is to 
showcase the works of carefully selected 
artists through exhibitions at the gallery, 
art fairs, or in collaboration with another 
institutions that aim to promote 
awareness of their artistic practices. Our 
gallery offers consultation services to assist 
clients in selecting artwork and fine art 
objects that align with their personal 
preference and values. 
 
Founded in 2019, we rapidly changed 
through these challenging times to 
accommodate the ever-evolving art world 
by bringing our first drop of digital art and 
street art into our fold, launching our 
gallery space at PMQ, and by presenting 
our virtual Viewing Room on our website. 


